
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For this activity, students will analyze and discuss four 

primary documents pertaining to the Equal Rights 

Amendment of 1972.  At the discretion of the instructor it may 

be assigned to students as a group activity, or a more 

extensive individual assignment, with a minimum of 45 

minutes provided for completion.  An internet connection and 

Adobe Reader will be required for online completion.  If 

completing printed lesson, see last page for External Links 

Cited for embedded hyperlink addresses. 

Students will review and familiarize themselves with assigned 

documents by completing corresponding Document Analysis 

Worksheets; additional worksheets are available for 

download from the National Archives1. To record answers in 

digital form, follow these steps: 

1. On the left side of the PDF Taskbar, click Tools 

2. Click on the Fill & Sign icon 

3. Click on desired area of document to record response 

4. Begin typing in field  L@9L K9QK Ҫ2QH= 2=PL &=J=ҫ 

Following completion of Document Analysis Worksheets, 

students will answer corresponding discussion questions, 

with some requiring access to related external online links for 

completion.  To record answers in digital form, follow steps 3 

and 4 listed above. 

Once students have completed the discussion questions, they 

will share their responses with the class, with the instructor 

facilitating further discussion.  

Instructions  

 

https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets


 

 

Background  on the ERA  

 

The Social Movement Era of the 1960s presented America with 

multiple opportunities for equality through legislation.  Once of 

L@=K= ?J9KKJGGLK EGN=E=FLK O9K L@9L G> L@= 5GE=FҩK

Movement, which called for political and social reform on 

several women-related issues. The Equal Rights Amendment 

(ERA), originally passed by Congress in 1972 with a deadline for 

ratification by March 1979, gained much support from women 

and men who felt social change could be garnered through 

legislation.  Thirty-five state legislatures approved the 

amendment for ratification, however, 38 was the magic number 

needed.  In 1978 Congress and President Carter extended the 

<=9<DAF= LG (MF= ѴѱҞ ѲѺѹѳҠ L@= J=E9AFAF? L@J== KL9L=Kҩ 9HHJGN9D

would not come by that time. 

Since the 1982 deadline has passed, the ERA has continued to 

generate complex constitutional questions and debate.  Four 

states ҵ Nebraska, Tennessee, Idaho, and Kentucky ҵ have 

since voted to rescind ratification. Additionally, South Dakota 

has stated its vote in favor of ratification lapsed following the 

original deadline of March 1979. To further compound legal 

arguments, the states of Nevada, Illinois and Virginia have since 

voted to ratify the amendment, on the grounds that Congress 

never had the power to set a deadline to begin with. Resolution 

to these questions regarding the ERA may be reached by our 

courts through analysis and interpretation of primary sources. 

Or perhaps through ratification of a Constitutional amendment 

to clarify the ratification process ALK=D>ҡGnly time will tell. 
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